
 

 
 

 

 

The Quick Guide to establishing  
a Photography Club 

 
 
 

 How many members would we need to start? 
Ideally  (10-20) but a keen core of 5 will do when you have a plan to build the club build a good Club 
and members will follow. , 
 If the Club is based on a  fun and learning programme it will grow. 
 

 What is the structure of a Club to start out? 
1. President 
2. Secretary Treasurer 
3. Competition director 

As the group grows you can add 
4. Vice President 
5. Treasurer 
6. Web Master 
7. Workshop Director 
8. Special events director 

Committee of no more than say 10 in total. 
 

 What would be the Fee's to charge? 
Club fees are in the range $30 to $50 with a joining fee of $10 to $15 
 

 Do we need to affiliation with WAPF? 
To Affiliate with the WAPF the cost in 2014 is $25 per club plus $12 per member. 
Your club will need 10 members for a Perth metro or outer metro club an 5 members for a regional 
club before becoming affiliated with the WAPF. 
Benefits of Affiliation 

1. Insurance, THE WAPF Carries Public Liability insurance for all affiliated clubs, covering you 
for any club based activity, See the WAPF website for a full copy of this policy. 

2. Access to workshops run by the WAPF.  
3. Access to competitions run by the WAPF. 
4. Access to excursions run by the WAPF and member clubs. 
5. Access to loan funding to support equipment grants. 
6. Gives your club credibility, the WAPF consists of 32 camera clubs with 1400  members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 How should we structure our meetings? 
Photography clubs tend to run better when the day to day affairs of the club are run at committee 
level, meeting independent of competition nights and workshops. 



Just use a small say  10 minute segment at the start of Club nights for announcements. 
 

 How many per month ? 
We suggest you plan on one meeting a month initially for a competition night and then build a small 
workshop / excursion programme in between depending on members time and needs. 
 Most clubs run 10 competition nights a year plus an end of year event where the winners from each 
month are judged for photographer of the year, can be combined with a Christmas windup and then 
have January off. 
 

 What equipment would we need?   
Laptop 
Digital Projector (HD)  
Initially these can be hired for a small fee from members and or local government (regional tele 
centres or libraries have equipment that you can use to start) 
As the club grows you can look for funding to acquire these for the club. (see the full Guide to 
establishing a Photographic Club) 

 

 Where could we hold and what are the best locations to hold meetings? 
 Most communities have meeting rooms available for a small fee, ask your Shire Council for a list of 
venues and costs. 
In some larger centres these come with projection equipment, but not always of a HD standard for 
photographic projection. 
 

 Should we consider  Incorporation? 
Incorporation is beneficial to a club in the protection it gives to members in a legal sense. 
The process is not difficult, application is through the Department of Commerce. 
It provides the club with a legal framework that is necessary to apply for grants from local 
Government, State Government or Lotterywest. 
It puts the Club members in a safer legal position regarding the liability of the club to debt or legal 
action. 
The application is a download from The Department of Commerce web site. 
You will need a constitution to become incorporated. Draft Constitutions are available from the 
Department. 
 

 Do we need a web site. How much will it cost? 
Yes you do, many of your new members will find you first on the web. 
Your site can be a simple information about the club site. 
It is critical to keep it up to date and maintained, appoint a webmaster from within the club as soon 
as possible. 
There is a downloadable guide on establishing a Free website using Wordpress on the WAPF 
Website  its easy and its free. 
For a small fee a joomla site can be built , contact president@wapf.org.au for details. 
 

  

 For more information see the full guide for establishing a Photography Club on the WAPF 
Web Site. 

 The committee of the WAPF are keen to help, send an email to the 
membership@wapf.org.au  and arrange for a visit from a WAPF Committee member to 
explain and discuss the different options. 

 The WAPF website is a great resource with lots of current information. 
www.wapf.org.au  
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